
 

 

SacEV News Flash

SacEV’s Weekly Newsletter - 05-10-2022

If you come across a news item that you'd like to share, send it to news@SacEV.org 

Transportation 4 Heroes, an organization that donates cars to veterans, gave local 
hero Shaun Ranney a Ford Mustang Mach-E during the Earth Day event in Sacra-
mento's Southside Park. 

Ranney, a retired U.S. Marine Corps. Corporal from Auburn, served in both the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars. 

KCRA Report War Veteran receives an EVent Gift 

SacEV would like to thank the members who shared their time, electric vehicles, 
and driving experiences with the public during these important Earth Day EVents: 

—SMUD Solar Car Race, April 20. Three EVs were displayed, resulting in 90 
conversations with current and future EV drivers. 

—Earth Day in the Foothills, April 23. On display were 5 battery electric vehi-
cles (BEVs), 1 plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV), and 1 fuel cell electric vehi-
cle (FCEV), resulting in conversations with 68 attendees. 

—ECOS Earth Day, April 24. No fewer than than 10 BEVs, 2 PHEVs, and 1 e-
motorcycle were displayed, with an incredible 394 interactions with the public! 

Check out the recently upgraded SacEV website, where you will find 
the calendar of events, newsletters, recent webinars, LinkedIn Group, 
EVs for sale, and local/national lease deals. Take particular note of 
changes for plug-in electric vehicle (PEV) data, which has been up-
graded to make information more complete and easier to find. 

For example, when you click the cars/boats/cycles tab, a new page will 
display with a list of all PEV manufacturers. You no longer need to 
switch between present and future PEVs because all are now listed 
under the manufacturers' names. Click a logo or manufacturer name to 
display images of each currently available PEV. Click a vehicle to dis-
play manufacturer URLs, review links, specs, and pricing. Data is pro-
vided for vehicles that are no longer manufactured to help you evalu-
ate the purchase of used vehicles. 

A Quick Information box (red outline and green lettering) at the top left directs you to a page with list-
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ings for PEVs with all-wheel drive, three-row seating, 100-200 mile range, 200+ mile range, and towing 
capability. All these important characteristics are now compiled for quick searching. 

Many EVs and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) are finally approved to tow boats, utility trailers, 
and camping trailers. Links under Trailer Towing give the vehicle name, tow capacity, and battery range 
for EVs. You will also find electric-only ranges for PHEVs, plus mpg for driving after the battery is de-
pleted. Several of the listed PHEVs can tow very large loads, and when you are not towing, you can 
drive on battery alone. 

Interested in volunteering for EV related activities? If you drive an EV 
and are passionate about sharing your driving experience with the 
public, join us for events and outreach. Listed below are typical areas 
in which we raise awareness of alternative fuel vehicles in our area. 

• Local and state EV policy, regulation, and legislation 
• EV program implementation by utilities, CEC, CPUC, CARB 
• EV aspects of climate action sustainability and planning 
• Environmental justice 
• Dealership relationships/coordination 
• EV talks to schools and social organizations  
• Fund raising 
• Money management 
• Event planning and organization 
• Audio/visual or social media 

If you have experience in one or more of the above areas or are just passionate about EVs and want to 
help, please contact us at news@sacev.org. 

California is planning now for energy shortfalls this summer 
and in coming years. Officials from the California Public Util-
ity Commission (CPUC), the California Energy Commission 
(CEC), and the Independent System Operator (ISO, the or-
ganization that manages the state’s energy grid) are work-
ing to ensure that California residents have adequate and  
reliable power. Challenges for the state include threats from 
drought, extreme heat, and wildfires, along with supply 

chain and regulatory issues that hamper the solar industry. 

State models assume that in the hottest months, the state's demand for power will fall short by about 
1700 megawatts of power as the sun sets and air conditioners are in full use. During the most extreme 
circumstances, the shortfall could be 5000 megawatts, enough to power 3.75 million homes.  

In the short term, the state and its residents have multiple tools to avoid blackouts; for example, resi-
dents can reduce their power use during peak demand and the ISO can purchase electricity from other 
states. But these solutions aren't perfect. If the entire western U.S. is experiencing a heat wave, Cali-
fornia may be unable to buy excess electricity from other states. Wildfires could also hinder state’s abil-
ity to keep power on. 

The obvious long-term solution is energy storage such as battery backup. When the sun is shinning 
and demand is low, excess solar energy being produced would be stored and used when demand ex-
ceeded supply. Currently, California's ISO sells excess generated solar energy for little or no money. 

If you have solar panels and battery storage, you can store the solar energy that you produce for later 
use when it's needed. SMUD is now offering financial incentives for optimizing your battery to make its
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energy available when demands on the electric grid are highest. 

Click HERE for information about requirements for participating in the 
program as well as descriptions of various incentive levels. The website 
also has a link to a solar system estimator that can help you determine 
whether battery storage will benefit you. 

Bidirectional charging technology allows EVs to both (1) take power from the grid or 
from a customer’s solar system and (2) send battery power to the grid. It’s one exam-
ple of Vehicle-Grid Integration (VGI), where EV interaction with the electric grid is op-
timized by adjusting the time, power level, and/or location of EV charging or discharg-
ing. 

PG&E has announced that it will develop three new pilot programs to test how bidi-
rectional EVs and chargers can provide power to the electric grid when it is needed. 

Learn more HERE. 

Michael Macias, a Stockton minister, got a surprise visit from Governor New-
som after Macias purchased the one millionth EV sold in California. Newsom's 
visit reflects the governer's ambitious plan to convert all new car sales to alter-
native fuel vehicles by 2035.  

The governor's office says with Macias' purchase, the state of California now 
surpasses the total sales in the next ten states combined. 

SacEV brings you a list of upcoming EV related presentations. In case you missed one, we've added 
pointers to the recordings. You can also find this list on the SacEV.org website HERE. 

When you join other SacEV members as national Electric Vehicle Association 
members, you are part of the national grass-roots community advocating for EVs 
in the USA. The national EVA is critically important to SacEV as it handles our 
administrative chores (tax filings, non-profit status, banking service, insurance, 
legal help, etc.) and provides value, such as webinars and the two nationwide 
events: National Drive Electric Week and Drive Electric Earth Day.  

Your SacEV leadership team relies on these services, so we encourage you to 
join the national organization for the small sum of $35 annually. You will also be 

able to keep current with the latest developments in the rapidly changing world of electric vehicles in 
our regular Current Events e-blog. This blog is full-color, available 24/7 on-line from your desktop, lap-
top, smartphone, or however you access the internet. 

Your membership provides value to you, our local SacEV chapter, and you become a member of this 
critical national movement. Please join NOW. You may also send a check payable to the Electric Vehi-
cle Association, c/o Guy Hall, 8325 Walden Woods Way, Granite Bay, CA 95746.
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More SacEV Events Are Coming Up  

Check the SacEV calendar for the latest EV-related activities. 

                                                                

If you've missed a Newsletter and for more information about the Sacramento Electric Auto 
Association visit our website. 
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